The Oracle 


Newsletter of the Silver Springs Radio Club 


Oldest Radio Club in Marion County, FL 


K4GSO.us 


April 2022 


President’s Message 
Bill Gillespie, KW5BG 


It’s hard to believe it’s been a year since we had our 
first ‘in person’ meeting following the Covid re- 
strictions. | remember how good the feeling was to 
see people I’d only been able to see on a Zoom screen. 
While some chose to not return quite yet and others 
chose to remain masked, it was so nice to feel ‘normal’ 
again. It was a start and | feel it’s been a very good 
year of enjoying our hobby with each other and others. 


Speaking of sharing with others, Jim, KN4MIV and | 
went to meet with the scouts of First Christian Church 
Troop 439 this past Monday. We distributed ARRL 
Technician License manuals and explained our role in 
helping them earn their Radio Merit Badge and be- 
come Amateur Radio Operators. Our hope is to get 
them qualified as General Amateurs and that they can 
run their own Jamboree-on-the Air (JOTA) station in 
October. Our 50/50 proceeds will go toward supplying 
radio equipment to the scouts. 


If you know youth (under 18 y/o) who are/would be 
interested in getting their license, the ARRL has estab- 
lished the “Youth Licensing Grant Program”. Under the 
program, ARRL would cover a one-time $35 application 
fee for each qualified candidate who passes one or 
more amateur radio exams taken on the same day at a 
single examination session. Tests would have to be ad- 
ministered by a Volunteer Examiner (VE) team working 
under the auspices of the ARRL Volunteer Examiner 
Coordinator (VEC). Qualified candidates also would pay 
a reduced exam session fee of $5 to the ARRL VEC. 
While we are working on getting the particulars veri- 
fied, this hopefully will help youth who may be intimi- 
dated by the potential cost of earning a Ham license. 
Also keep in mind, the current Tech question pool ex- 
pires after Jun 30. 


We appreciate those who participated the Marion 
County Day. It was enjoyable for all those who took 
part. While we didn’t get the walk-up traffic we had 
hoped for, there was lots of good information and co- 
maraderie shared. We will do some research and po- 


Next Meeting 
Tuesday, April 19 


Green Clover Hall 
319 SE 26th Terrace, Ocala 
6:00 PM Mentoring & Socializing 
7:00 PM Meeting 


Program: SETI, The Search for Extraterrestrial Intelli- 
gence, with information on the WOW signal picked 
up by the Ohio State University's Big Ear Observatory 
in 1977. Presented electronically by Bob Dixon 
WS8ERD. Arranged by Tim Trombley, K8TAT. 


SSRC Board of Directors first Tuesday, 7:00 PM, 
Green Clover Hall 


Upcoming Events 


VE Testing — May 10, 7 PM (GCH) 
SSRC Tailgate — June 4 (GCH) 
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tentially locate in a different area that would give us 
greater exposure. 


are planning to vote for the winning design at the May 
membership meeting. The winner will receive 1 year’s 
membership (individual or family). Looking forward to 


With 2022 being the club’s 750 anniversary, we are look- ; . 
seeing what you can come up with! 


ing for Special Event station QSL card submissions. We 
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Membership/Hamfest 
Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K, Hamfest & Membership Chairman 


MEMBERSHIP: 

Official membership rolls have been closed as of March 
31 with 79 active members. Despite our efforts, we did 
move some “lapsed” members to the Lapsed Members 


List. Restoration of full rights of membership is very sim- 


ple by going to the Membership renewal page found un- 
der the Membeship and Information tab at: https:// 
k4gso.us/fr2022/ Simply follow the onscreen prompts, 
enter your information and press the Blue Send Button. 


Fast Renewal 2022 


IN THE EVENT YOUR INFORMATION IS WRONG IN ANY 
WAY, GO TO THIS WEB PAGE AND CORRECT IT. 


Your Name and Call Sign * Email * 


My dues were paid * For the calendar year * 


in person cash v ® 2022 Life member 


set THIS 1S THE SEND BUTTON ***** 


Price includes service fee. 


Individual (Full Voting) S2 wv 


That’s it. If any of your information has changed or needs 


to be updated, click on the 
GO TO THIS WEB PAGE AND CORRECT IT. 


This will take you to the Membership Application page 
where you will need to update your information. 


We also want to welcome two new members to SSRC: 
Mel De Carli, KG7LQQ, General 
Robert Gordon, KM4VCZ, Extra 


Please introduce yourselves and make Mel and Robert 
feel welcome. 


MARION COUNTY DAY 2022: 

SSRC was pleased to participate in the 2022 Marion 
County Day held on Saturday, March 26 at the McPher- 
son Governmental Complex. The vendors and groups 
like us did not receive their location assignments until 
the Wednesday before. Despite the late information, 
SSRC had a good turnout of members to work the 
event. The setup of our site in front of Green Clover 
Hall commenced the evening before and went smooth- 
ly despite some very high wind conditions. Our canopy 
and screen tent were erected and staked down and 
several antennas hung from the overhead trees. At 
dusk the county staff secured the area and we left. 


Early Saturday morning, we returned and completed 
the setup of radios, coax and other equipment. At 
10:00am, the general public was admitted. Unfortu- 
nately, because of our location, we didn’t get the foot 
traffic we had anticipated. The main activity was in 
front of the tax collectors office where most of the oth- 
er displays and food was located. Next year we plan to 
work with the county to move to a different location 
with better exposure. 


Many thanks to all the members who helped setup, 
worked the event, stopped by to visit and stayed for 
final takedown. We would list everyone, but that 
would be a long list. Regardless, many hands made for 
short work. Despite the lack of public foot traffic, we 
all enjoyed being out in great weather and the fellow- 
ship of a club activity and sharing of radio related ban- 
ter. We also had some good suggestions on alternative 
shelters for future events. We were also pleased to 
have MERT members setup one of their go-kits as a 
display. 


TAILGATE JUNE 4, 2022: 

By popular requests, we will be having a tailgate in the 
Green Clover Hall parking lot on Saturday, June 4, 
2022. The event will run from 9:00am to Noon. Tail- 
gate spots are $5. All tailgaters are responsible for 
their own displays: tables, chairs, etc. Tailgaters are 
requested to limit their items for sale to radio and ra- 
dio related items. Now is the time to open and poke 


Continued on next page....... 
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through all those boxes of “stuff” that you couldn’t part 
with before and offer them for sale to someone who 
will appreciate them alot more. You don’t want your 
heirs to do this for you...right? 


FIELD DAY 2022 

It is hard to believe, but field day will be here ina little 
over two months. Mark the dates — June 25 and 26. 
Once again we will be inside at Green Clover Hall. Stay 
tuned for more information in the May and June Oracle 
and the Field Day operation plan at the June General 
Meeting. In the interim, you can sign up here if you are 


interested: https://k4gso.us/fieldday22/ 


HAMFEST 2022: 

Save the date — December 2™ for setup and December 
3" for Hamfest. Location will again be at First Christian 
Church, Ocala. Stay tuned to The Oracle and club 
meetings for more details as we get closer to the event. 


Upcoming SSRC Programs 
May - Dr. Ed Fong — antennas UHF/VHF 
June — Field Day & TBA 


July — DX Engineering, Tim Duffy, K3LR, Grounding and 
Bonding 
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Antenna Wavelength Calculator 


Submitted by Carl Berry, KCSCMX 


Click Here 
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The 2022 Florida QSO Party will be held the weekend of April 30th — May ist 


Click Here for Information 


aa” or from outside of Florida, the Flonda QSC 


a FUN operating event 


Since the re-introduction of the Florida QS 
n 1998, the Florida QSO Party has become one of the fastest growing 
and most popular State QSO Parties around today. This is due. in part 
to the tremendous effort by the mobile teams to activate as many 
counties as they can in order to allow those participating from out-of- 


State, to achieve a county “Sweep 


Party to the contest scene 


working all 67 Florida Counties) 


Florida stations operating from home are also valuable, since that 
ncreases the chances that stations will work all counties! 


Regardless if you are a serious or casual participant from Florida 


Party was designed to be 


Why not give it a try? 
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Get Your Computer Ready for ARRL Field Day 


-- Step by Step Instructions for N3FJP Contest Logger 
by Bert Garcia N83NN 


ARRL Field Day is always the fourth full weekend of June. This year that’s June 25-26 beginning at 1800 UTC Saturday (2:00 PM 
EDT) and ending at 2059 UTC Sunday (4:59 PM EDT). ARRL recently updated the Field Day rules, so check them out [1]. Whether 
you operate alone or as part of a club, you will want to use a computer for logging and radio control. This article will walk you 
through installing and setting up a contest logging program. 


There are several popular contest logging programs available. | will discuss using N3FJP’s ARRL Field Day Contest Log because it is 
easy to use, generates the documents needed for log submission, checks for duplicates, interfaces to most popular radios, is a 
Windows program, and is affordable [2]. You can download the program for free to try it. Permanent use will cost you $8.99 to 
register and includes unlimited program updates. After the contest, the program will save your log file in .ADI format to combine 
with other logs if you are operating with a group or club. 


Download and install N3FJP’s ARRL Field Day Contest Log. The current version is 6.6.2, but the program will prompt you to up- 
grade if one is available. When installing, accept the defaults, check the box to create a desktop shortcut, and check the box to 
launch the program. The program will open and ask you to enter your Callsign and a Password. The registration code you re- 
ceived by email when you purchased the program is your password. Next, a popup window will ask you to fill in some Common 
Fields. Enter your callsign or the callsign used for Field Day, country USA, continent NA, latitude 29.2, longitude -82.1 (use your 
actual lat/long), CQ zone 5, ITU zone 8, grid square EL89 (use your actual zones and grid square), operator call, operator initials, 
check the box Always display, and click Done. A popup will ask you to download a new country file, click Yes. Click OK on the next 
popup that reports a successful download. Your contest log is open, and you are Ready to begin. To find your lat/long and grid 
square, you can use GridMapper [3]. 


There are many items to set up in the program, but | will only discuss those needed to get you operating as a single station. If you 
are operating as part of a club or group with interconnected computers, ask your LAN administrator to help you set up those fea- 
tures. In the following steps you will select a log filename and location, connect your computer to your radio CAT control to auto- 
matically log the band and mode information, set up CW keying and messages, and set up phone voice messages. 


Get started by selecting File > New > Start a New Contest with a New Database File or New File Location. |In the popup navigate 
to the desired file location and type your new file name such as 2022 ARRL Field Day Callsign. Each time you open the program 
you will continue using the same log file; thus, you can close the program when needed and resume where you left off when you 
open it again. 


To set up your radio CAT control, select Settings > Rig Interface and a popup window will open. In Select Rig, choose your radio 
brand and model from the list. If you can’t find your model, try similar models to see if they work. For the Yaesu FTDX radios 
which are not listed by model, try Yaesu Newer or Newer2. In the Description box you will find specific instructions for Icom and 
Kenwood. If you click on More rig interface help and settings!, you will find video instructions for Icom radios. The Baud Rate, 
Parity, Data Bits, and Stop Bits will be automatically selected for your rig by default, but you should check them and set them to 
match your radio menu settings. In Com Port click on the COM port number for your radio. If you don’t know the COM port num- 
ber, you can use the Windows Device Manager to find the number. Accept the other default values unless you have a good rea- 
son to change them. Now click the Test button. If your settings are correct, you will be rewarded with a blue box saying Polling 
Rig! and your radio frequency and mode will be displayed. Turn your radio tuning dial and change the radio mode to observe that 
the correct values are displayed in the popup. Click the Done button and you are back to the main program with the current 
band, mode and frequency displayed. 


Next, set up the CW keying and messages. The program allows you to send from the keyboard, send messages using the key- 
board function keys F-keys, or interface a WinKeyer. Select Settings > Transmit > CW Setup and the CW Setup Form popup will 
open for you to enter your settings. Choose the Com Port number to key your radio via the USB cable. Select a Keying Option of 
either RTS or DTR depending on your radio menu settings, then click on the Test button. If your settings are correct, your radio 
will send the message in the F9 box by CW. If you are using a WinKeyer (recommended), select the WinKeyer Com Port number, 
choose Winkeyer in the Keying Options, and then click Configure Winkeyer. A popup for your WinKeyer settings opens. Click 
Open to start the WinKeyer and the Winkeyer Status popup will show your current Winkeyer Status and Version number. Set 
your Keyer Settings, Keyer Setup, and other settings to your preferences. Press the Test button and your radio will send the F9 
message in CW. Click Done to close the popup. 


Continued on next page....... 
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(_) CW PTT for Amps 10 , 


pas 8 3) c 
F1 CQFDNSNN 223 F4 1D NFL 1D NFL F7 NFL NFL F10 
F2 $1DNFL TOM. RD F5 NSNN F8 1D1D F111 
F3 RTUNSNN! Tam-ener FG RIDNFL TU FQ VVV DE NSNN F12 Keyboard 


The F-key messages are the next things to set up in the CW Setup Form. Notice in the Description box there is a list of wildcards 
that you can use in your messages, as well as instructions for sending messages stored in Icom radios. You will need messages 
for the CQ Mode and the Search and Pounce Mode during Field Day. In the CQ Mode the F1 message will loop and repeat your 
CQ message until you press the Esc key or enter a callsign into the main form in the program. | put “CQ FD N8NN” into F1. F2 is 
“S 1D NFL” where S is the wildcard for the callsign of the station that called me, 1D is my class, and NFL is my section. F3 is “R 
TU N8NN” as the acknowledgement of a successful contact and my callsign invites other stations to call me. F4 is “1D NFL1D 
NFL” if the station needs my exchange repeated. Thus, F-keys 1, 2, 3, 4 are used for the CQ Mode. In the Search and Pounce 
Mode | am tuning around looking for stations. F5 is “N8NN” to send my callsign when | find a station. F6 is “R 1D NFL TU” as my 
exchange. F7 is “NFL NFL” to repeat my section, and F8 is “1D 1D” to repeat my class. You can Save Settings and Load Settings 
in the popup. Click Done to return to the main program. For the CW F-keys to work, the focus of the program must be on the 
main form entry boxes — Call, Class, Section. Use your mouse and click on one of those boxes to set the focus to the main form. 
The program and the radio must be in CW mode to transmit from the F-keys. 


Setting up the phone voice messages is similar to the CW messages. Before you start, record your voice messages in Wave or 
MP3 format and put them on your local computer. Use the Windows Voice Recorder to create your messages or download the 
free program Audacity [4]. Select Settings > Transmit > Phone Setup and the Phone Setup popup will open for you to enter 
your settings. Select the Com Port number for PTT keying and select the Keying Options of RTS or DTR to match your radio menu 
setting. Select your Sound Card from the list. Enter the paths to your recordings into the F-key boxes or use the Browse button 
and locate the voice recordings. The voice recordings must be on a local drive, not in the cloud. Click Done to return to the 
main program. Remember to click on the main form entry boxes so the F-keys will work. The program and the radio must be in 
SSB mode to transmit from the F-keys. 


Now you’re all set for Field Day! After the contest the N3FJP program will prepare all the documents required for your submis- 
sion to ARRL. Select File > Write Cabrillo (Contest Submittal) File and follow the instructions. If you need some help getting 
things ready to go for Field Day, give me a call and I’Il help you. Enjoy! 


References: 

1. ARRL Field Day Rules, https://www.arrl.org/field-day-rules. 
2. N3FJP Amateur Radio Software, https://n3fjp.com/. 

3. GridMapper, https://www.qrz.com/gridma 


4. Audacity voice recorder, http://www.audacityteam.org/download 


SOLAR- HF PROPAGATION 
NUMBERS EXPLAINED... 


SFI SOLAR FLUX INDEX (10.7CM) — 120 AND ABOVE = GOOD 
SN —- NUMBER OF SUN SPOTS - 50 AND ABOVE = GOOD 
STORM A INDEX - 25 AND. BEBOW = GOOD 

STORM K INDEX — 4 ANDABOVE= BAD 

X-RAY SOLAR FLAREIE) ALO) = (A,B,C CLASS=GO0D 


M,X CLASS=BAD) (4 AND ABOVE = BAD) 

KP INDEX (PLANETARY) = 3 AND BELOW = GOOD 

AP INDEX (PLANETARY VALUE) - 30 AND ABOVE = BAD 

304A (EXTREME UV RADIATION F2 REGION) - 140 AND ABOVE = GOOD 
G S R (GEOMAGNETIC STORM, SOLAR RADIATION STORM, RADIO 
BLACKOUT - BELOW 2 = GOOD 

SOLAR WIND - 800 OR BELOW = GOOD 

BZ - 0 OR ABOVE = GOOD 
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March 26, 2022 


Event Chair, Elbert, KQ3K and KW5BG, Picture from Bert, N83NN 


SSRC President, Bill, KW5BG sets up. 
Picture from Bert, N3NN 


Izzy, KT4WA, demonstrates HF 
Picture from Jim, KN4MIV 


Wayne, N4FP, operates a CW contest 
Picture from Izzy, KT4WA 
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Sy K4AGSO 


Ocala,Florida 
ee 


Familiar 


Faces 


KS4SW, N4FP, KQ3K , KT4WA 


Hayden, NZ " Y, sets up 
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Bill KW5BG 


TN é Y = 
we - _ Andy NA4DA 
backgrour / 


camera) 


Ron KS4SW 


Harlan KN4VRM 


MERT Coordinato Bruce KI4NFA 


SSRC 
Familiar 


Faces 
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(352) 208-0968 SSRC Classified Ads 
1713 E Silver Springs Blvd 


If you have a business service and want to place 
an ad in this section, contact Marty Brown, 


n4gl.marty@gmail.com. 


At this time we are not charging for advertising 
space, however the board may approve fees in 
the future. 


Operated 


by K4XRY 


DINO BYTES 


Computer Repair (PC, Mac & Chrome) 
Data Recovery and Device Security 
VHS Conversion & Custom PC Building 


Submitted by Andy, NA4DA 


2022 SSRC Officers Club Minutes and 
President - Bill Gillespie, KW5BG Financial Reports SSRC 
Vice President - Jim Burgess, KN4MIV Information 


Secretary - Gray Moffett, KC3DWY 
Treasurer -Tim Trombley, K8TAT 
Past President - Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K 


SSRC Logo 
Shirts & Caps 
Mike Condon - WOMNC Green Clover Key Card 
Wayne Brown - N4FP p Field A 
perry riela Access 
Hayden Kaufman - N2HAY ery nee acces: 
Membership Application 
Buy/Sell/Trade 
Committee Chairs QST NFL — NFL Section Newsletter 


Silver Springs Radio Club Website 
Membership — Elbert Wilkinson, KQ3K NEL Section Website 


Trustee K4GSO — Wayne Brown, N4FP WA7BNM Contest Calendar 
Newsletter — Marty Brown, N4GL NG3K DX 


Directors: 


